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Directions: (8 pts)
1. Read the passages about characteristics of living things.
2. Read the passages a second time – this time use your reading strategies to mark the text.
3. Fill in the blank next to each letter to describe which characteristic it represents.

D - _______________________________ 	E - ____________________________
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R - _______________________________		 A - ____________________________
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Directions: Use the graphic organizer to summarize what you read on the previous page. Title each box with one of the four characteristics of living things and draw 2-3 pictures about that characteristic. (8 pts)
	
	Characteristics of Living Things


	
	



Teresa has found a strange object in her backyard. It is small, blue and round. She wants to determine if it is living or not so she performs several tests.
· Teresa placed the blue object in a small dish of water. A couple days later she noticed the object had a small bulge coming from it.
· Teresa placed the blue object in a sunny window. A week later the object had doubled in size.
· Teresa took the temperature of the blue object at 18 C. She placed it in a cooler of ice for one hour and took the object’s temperature again. She recorded that the object’s temperature was 17.9 C.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Is this object a living organism? Complete the sentence templates below to construct an argument to support your answer. You can use a separate sheet of paper if you need additional room to write.  (3 pts)

· My claim is that the object is living / non-living. (circle one)

· (Claim) __________________________________________________ because (evidence) ___________ ___________________________________________________________________________________.

· (Claim) __________________________________________________ but (evidence) _______________ ___________________________________________________________________________________.

· (Claim) __________________________________________________ so (reasoning) _______________ ___________________________________________________________________________________.
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Living things maintain a stable infer-
nal environment. All organisms need to
keep their internal environment relatively
stable, even when external conditions
change dramatically. This condition is
called homeostasis.
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Living things reproduce. All organisms
reproduce, which means that they produce
new similar organisms. Most plants and
animals engage in sexual reproduction. In
sexual reproduction, cells from two parents
unite o form the first cel of a new organism.
Other organisms reproduce through

asexual reproduction, in which a single
organism produces offspring identical o itself.
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Living things respond

to their environment.
Organisms detect and
respond to stimuli from their
environment. A stimulus is a
signalto which an organism
responds.
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Living things oblain and use material and
energy. All organisms must take in materials
and energy to grow, develop, and reproduce.
‘The combination of chemical reactions
through which an organism builds up or
breaks down materials is called metabolism.
> Various metabolic reactions occur in leaves
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Living things are based on a
universal genetic code. All organisms
store the complex information they need to
live, grow, and reproduce in a genetic code
written in a molecule called DNA. That
information is copied and passed from par-
ent to offspring. With a few minor varia-
tions, lfe's genetic code is almost identical
in every organism on Earth,

«The growh, form, ond siructure of an apple
ree are delermined by information in its DNA.
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Living things grow and
develop. Every organism has

a particular pattern of growth
and development. During
development, a single fertilized
egg divides again and again. As
these cells divide, they differen-

tiate, which means they begin to
look different from
one another and to

perform different
functions.
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Living things are made up

of cells.

Organisms are composed

of one or more cells—the

smallest units considered

" fully alive. Cells can grow,

respond to their surround-
ings, and reproduce. Despite their small
size, cells are complex and highly organized.

& A single bronch of an apple tree contoins
millons of cells. <
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