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Comprehension Questions:
1. What traits of cancer cells would facilitate the “immortality” of HeLa cells?
2. Was Lacks’ cancer typical? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
3. What social/historical elements of Lacks’ story prevented the Lacks family from being informed about the acquisition and existence of HeLa cells?
4. What are the ethical issues surrounding the collection and disclosure of HeLa cells?
5. Do you think Lacks’ descendants have a right to HeLa cells and/or the monetary gains from using these cells in research? Defend your answer.
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